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   Photo courtesy James Rossettini, Coffin Turbo Pump, Inc. 

 

 The Coffin feedwater heater pump has been disassembled at the Coffin Turbo 

Pump, Inc. factory in Englewood, NJ. Initial reports show the pump to be in good condi-

tion despite its age but a comprehensive report awaits further inspection. This is one of 

the projects that the L&WV Chapter has earmarked funds for in 2016 along with several 

new projects for 2017. See inside for projects to be tacked in 2017. 

 



2017 Projects Earmarked 
 
 

 At the November meeting of the 3713 resto-

ration committee, the list of projects awaiting 

attention was reviewed by both Steamtown NHS 

and Project 3713 personnel. The list contains items 

big and small spanning many different aspects of 

the locomotives operation. From major aspects 

such as boiler and running gear to the smaller aux-

iliary assemblies such as the headlight and lubrica-

tors. Upon review of items awaiting work, 

Steamtown NHS and Project 3713 identified items 

they will commit funds for in 2017. Among the 

items Project 3713 agreed to fund are: 

 

 4 lead trucks bearings/ $12,000 

 Lead truck axles & wheels/ $23,000 

 3 safety valves/ $3,800 each 

 Booster engine rebuild/ $75,000 

 New Cab/ $30,000 

 Headlight refurbish/ $2,000 

 Detroit lubricator terminal checks (8 required/ 

$1,800 each) 

 

 The figures listed are estimates of what the 

work will cost. We expect the work will be funded 

by several grants recently received and continued 

generous donations by our supporters. We are also 

looking into partnering with local school district’s 

shop classes to refurbish the headlight which has 

experienced extreme deterioration from its years 

on display outdoors. 

 You can see from the photo the bottom of 

the headlight’s barrel has rotted out in several 

places. Wiring will need to be replaced as well as 

gaskets for the lens and number boards. A partner-

ship such as this will benefit all involved. Project 

3713 can reallocate the $2,000 estimated to refur-

bish the headlight on other items awaiting fund-

ing. 

 The school district will have a great oppor-

tunity to highlight their industrial arts programs, a 

segment of education that rarely makes the news. 

And lastly the kids will get to see how the skill 

they are learning can be applied to real world pro-

jects coupled with a chance to give back to the  

 

Cab To Be Auctioned 

 

 The cab of 3713 is one item to receive 

attention in 2017. Rather than try to rebuild the 

original cab which has experienced extreme rot, it 

has been determined that construction of a brand 

new cab would be of greater benefit to the locomo-

tive. 

 The question of what to do with the old cab 

could’ve been answered as simply as “throw it in 

the scrap pile”, but we had a better idea. Why not  

auction the old cab  off to help raise funds to build 

the new one? 

 Sure it has deteriorated over the years 

Drawing of a Franklin Booster engine 

community they live in. 

 We will keep you informed as the 

idea moves forward via our Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/project3713) and web-

site (www.project3713.com) 



where it would not be safe bouncing down the 

road on the end of a boiler at track speed, but it is 

certainly sturdy enough to make a backyard monu-

ment to railroading of epic proportions for one 

lucky railfan.  

 Details of the auction will be announced in 

the next publication and on the project 3713 web-

site. 

 

Help Fund A Safety Valve 

 

 There is probably no more important device 

on a steam locomotive than the safety valve, an ap-

pliance that allows the fireman to keep boiler pres-

sure within designed tolerances. The 3713 was 

equipped with three safety valves to help maintain 

its 260 psi working boiler pressure. Project 3713 

plans to purchase three all-new valves in 2017 for 

the locomotive. 

 This is one of the many items on a steam 

locomotive that is simply not stocked by any parts 

supplier. We will have the three safety valves cus-

tom made by an experienced vendor. We are hop-

ing to raise the $3,800 for each of the safety valves 

using an internet “GoFundMe” campaign. 

 Several restoration projects have had suc-

cess funding portions of their restorations using 

this method and we hope to have similar success. 

 This is currently in the process of being set 

up and will be on the Project 3713 website and Fa-

cebook page when ready. 

 

Why Is 3713 “America’s  

Locomotive”? 

 

 2016 has been a banner year for steam loco-

motive restorations. While progress has been made 

on dozens of locomotives currently being worked 

on, some new ones have been started and a handful 

finished. It is a good time for fans of steam trains in 

the USA. 

 While talking to a reporter in early Novem-

ber, Project 3713’s Norm Barrett and Rob Davis 

were asked about origins of the “America’s Loco-

motive” fundraising campaign and how we came 

up with that name.  

 

 3713 is rather unique because she belongs to the 

citizens of the United States. As an artifact 

owned by the National Park Service, her contin-

ued preservation is by and for the people of our 

country.  

 Of course, she also carried the name “The Con-

stitution” throughout her career on the Boston 

& Maine Railroad, and she will do so again 

when the restoration is finished.  

  

 Finally, she is a product of the heartland, hav-

ing been designed and built in Lima, Ohio by 

one of America’s great icons of the industrial 

age: The Lima Locomotive Works.  

 

 All of these attributes, when considered to-

gether, were the thinking behind naming the new 

campaign for  3713 “America’s Locomotive”. With 

over $250,000 raised since the campaign began, it 

has been a success. Not because of the name, but 

because of our dedicated community of supporters. 

3713 is a well-loved machine and will be a fine op-

erating tribute to the best of American railroading.  

 

Last used by the B&M in 1958, she was 

acquired for display at Nelson Blount’s 

Steamtown USA about 1960 which 

moved from Bellows Falls, VT to Scran-

ton, PA in 1984. In 1986 Steamtown Na-

tional Historic Site was created to take 

over the Steamtown USA site and collec-

tion and preserve the history of steam 

railroading in America. 



 
 
Recent 3713 Work 

 Recent work on 3713 included welding a boiler patch and reattaching the steam dome. The ultra sound re-

vealed only one sizeable area of reduced thickness on the boiler near the feedwater injector inlet hole. To remedy the 

situation the thin metal was cut out and a boiler patch was welded in its place.  

 Several nicked rivet holes and small cracks in the shell and liner radiating from the main steam dome hole 

were repaired as well.  Upon completion of the work the steam dome was then bolted tightly in place. Once seated 

tightly in place, the bolts were removed  and replaced with red hot rivets driven in their place. A pneumatic caulking 

tool was then used to make the steam tight seal between the boiler and the steam dome. Both projects were completed 

by Steam Services of America. 

 Next up: We plan on dropping the drivers within the next few weeks for inspection an evaluation of the 

drivers, boxes, and axles.  

Jason Sobczynski of Next Gener-

ation Rail Services is seen prep-

ping the area to receive the boiler 

patch.    

Photo: Bruce Mowbray, Steamtown 

Boiler patch welded in place. The reinforcing liner was then hot 
riveted over this area on the inside of the boiler.                                         
Photo: Bruce Mowbray, Steamtown NHS 

Steam Services of America workers are seen hot riveting the 

steam dome in place   Photo: Kenny Ganz,  Steamtown NHS Ranger 



 

3713 Merchandise 
 
 

Support your favorite B&M steam engine with these items available for sale. 

 

 

 

Ball Cap $10.00 Embroidered Patch $5.00 
 

 

14oz. 

Coffee 

Mug 

$10.00 
Ball Cap $10.00 

Magnet $2.00 

“New Design” T-shirt 

 $12.00 

($14.00 XXL, XXXL) 

“Old Design” T-shirt 

 $12.00 

($14.00 XXL, XXXL) 

Make check payable to: “3713 Restoration Fund” 
Include $5.95 per item for S&H 

 
Please charge my: (Circle One)  VISA  Mastercard 
$20.00 Minimum Purchase Required on Credit 

 
Card No. __________________________   

Exp. Date_________________   CVV (back of card)__________ 

Name On Card_____________________________________ 

Signature__________________________________________ 

Billing Address_____________________________________ 

City______________________________________________ 

State___________                   Zip_______________ 

 

Order online at 
 
www.project 3713.com 
 
 
 
 
It’s easy when you use PayPal 
 
…Or if you prefer to pay by  
check in the mail  
 Mail order to:      

Locomotive Restoration Fund 
Dept. M 

P.O. Box 3452 
Scranton, PA 18505-0452 

 



Project 3713 

L&WV Chapter, NRHS 

P.O. Box 3452 

Scranton, PA 18505-0452 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our websites:           www.laurellines.org           www.project3713.com 
 

 The project to restore Boston & Maine no. 3713 is a partnership between the Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley 

Railway Historical Society, Inc. and Steamtown National Historic Site.  The partnership was formed in 1995, and its 

goal is to restore the engine to operating condition. When completed, the restored Boston & Maine locomotive will be 

the first American-made mainline engine used at Steamtown NHS. The L&WV chapter is a 501c3 charity, and dona-

tions to the Restoration Fund are tax deductible.  If you wish to help, please fill in and mail the coupon  below, along 

with payment to :  

                                                                        Locomotive Restoration Fund 

     L&WV RHS, Inc. 

     P.O. Box 3452 

     Scranton, PA 18505-0452 
 

Please charge my ___________VISA card     ____________ MasterCard 

Card No. _____________________________________ Expires________________   CVV (back of card)_________ 

Amount Donated____________________________________ 

Signature___________________________________________ 

Name on card (please print)___________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________________  State________ ZIP_________________________ 

Yes! Add me to your e-mail list for preservation updates (optional) ________________________ 


